
There are several mechanisms that countries can use to ensure better access to Covid-19 therapeutics, depending on their 
particular circumstances and needs. Below is a flow chart to help guide you to the right option. 

Is the medicine you wish to purchase covered by a patent or patent application in your country? You can search for the patent status of medicines for 
Covid-19 at www.medspal.org. It is advised to double-check the patent status at your national patent office. 

You are free to purchase and import 
generics from all available sources, 

including MPP sub-licensees.*

Is your country in the licence territory of an existing agreement, e.g. the Medicines Patent 
Pool’s licences for Pfizer’s nirmatrelvir/ritonavir or MSD’s molnupiravir, or a bilateral licence 

such as Gilead’s licences on remdesiver? Details of MPP licences, including their territories, is on 
their website. Details on bilateral licences can be obtained from the originator company.

Is your country listed as a Least Developed 
Country (LDC) member of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO)? Click here to see a 
current list.

You are free to purchase and import 
generics from licensees and Medicines 

Patent Pool sub-licensees.

Click here for a model certificate of use of 
the LDC waiver, which can facilitate purchase 

from generic companies.

Click here for a model public non-
commercial use licence that can 

be adapted to your country’s 
needs.

Your country can use the WTO “LDC 
extension” to not implement patent 

protection and/or not enforce patents or 
patent applications for pharmaceutical 

products and processes. You would then be 
free to allow manufacture or import of 

generics from all available sources, including 
MPP sub-licensees.

Your country can issue a 
compulsory licence for public 

non-commercial use 
(government use) to allow 
manufacture or import of 
generics from all available 

sources, including MPP sub-
licensees.
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*Regulatory exclusivity, if in force, can delay 
marketing approval for generic medicines.

In emergencies, your country can 
invoke TRIPS Article 73, which allows 

countries to circumvent intellectual 
property rights for security reasons. 

This would then allow manufacture or 
import of generics. For more 

information on how this applies to 
Covid-19, see here.
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http://www.medspal.org/
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https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3682260

